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Recycling Element
On April 14, 1981 the Township of Brick established a program for the collection of recyclables under Ordinance No.
31 –E-81, it then became mandatory for all residents to separate paper, glass, plastic and metals; also yard waste
including leaves, grass clippings and wood cuttings. As required under New Jersey Statute 40:55D-28 (12):
“A recycling plan element which incorporates the State Recycling plan goals, including provisions for the collection,
disposition and recycling of recyclable materials designated in the municipal recycling ordinance, and for the
collection, disposition and recycling of recyclable materials within any development proposal for the construction of
50 or more units of single-family residential housing or 25 or more units of multi-family residential housing and any
commercial or industrial development proposal for the utilization of 1,000 square feet or more of land”
40:55D-28 (12).
Process
The Township has material collections of all of the above materials once a week. Leaves are picked up curbside in
bags from October to December and from April through May. Holiday trees are also picked up after the holidays.
The Ocean County Department of Solid Waste holds a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day once a year,
held at the Public Works yard. In 2006 the Township established facilities for collection of batteries, paint cans and
propane tanks. An open container recycling center is open to the public six days a week for the drop off of all
recyclable materials and bins for concrete, computers and clothing.
In total, Brick Township recycled 36,406.01 tons of recycled materials in 2006. Figure 1, below shows the material
distribution of those materials recycled.

Fig. 1

In 2005 the amount of materials collected represents a recycling rate of 58.91% far exceeding the State recycling
goal set forth by the State Recycling Act and County Recycling Plan. The Township of Brick ranked second, behind
Point Pleasant Borough in Ocean County for the largest percentage of total materials recycled by municipality.
Recyclables are also picked up by the township at the Civic Plaza and Public Schools.
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Issues:
The Township’s Solid/Waste Recycling percentage has dropped from 59% in 2005 to 41% in 2006. This drop in
recycled materials presents a number of fiscal issues for the Township. For each ton of recycled material, the
Township saves $65.40 in land fill tipping fees. In 2006, the Township recycled 29,266 tons of materials, which
resulted in a savings of $1,914,031. However, the Township has potential to save more in tipping fees if the
percentage of recycled materials is increased. The more materials the Township recycles, the less we pay to
dispose of the materials in landfills. In addition, the Ocean County Solid Waste Department sells the recycled
materials to be recycled in various industries. The Township receives revenue from the County for the sale of those
materials to be recycled.
The following issues have been identified by Township officials to increase recycling in the Township to reduce
tipping fees to landfills and increase recycling of materials and revenue received by the sale of those recyclables:
1. Prepare a plan for the County mandated transition to Dual Stream recycling.
2. Promote more commercial recycling from local merchants.
3. Increase residential and commercial tonnage by ten percent.
A cost analysis was performed by the Township’s Administration Office to outline the fiscal benefits of increasing
recyclable materials.
Fig.2

Expenses
Salary
Truck Debt Service
Fuel
Benefits
Insurance
Disposal Fees
Total

Dollars
$525,233
$65,292
$58,080
$199,588
$7,499
$8,131
$863,823

Revenue/Savings
Tipping Fees Avoided
County Revenue Share
State Revenue Share
White Goods
Propane Tanks
Auto Scrap
Total
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Dollars
$1,914,031
$126,869
$35,887
$101,385
$997
$143
$2,17,9314
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Recommendations
To achieve the aforementioned goals, the Township will pursue increased awareness through an educational
program that will present the benefits of recycling to every child K-8 (7,223). Each student will be given materials to
bring home for parents to review.
A DPW employee will be assigned to identify residential and commercial locations that are not recycling. Educational
materials will then be sent to these individuals to encourage recycling. If they continue their non-compliance fines
may be levied.
Increase the number of containers in high traffic areas such as beach and park locations.
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