
  

 

Debris Removal from Private Property 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act authorizes The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) to fund debris removal from private properties under certain conditions. Regulations implementing the 

Stafford Act establish the requirement that debris removal be in the “public interest” in order to be eligible for reim-

bursement. “Public Interest” is defined as being necessary to eliminate immediate threats to life, public health, and safe-

ty, to eliminate immediate threats of significant damage to public or private property or to ensure economic recovery of 

the affected community to the benefit of the community-at-large. 

Debris removal from private property following a disaster is generally the responsibility of the owner, however, disasters 

that deposit large quantities of debris on private property my require the  state or local government to provide debris 

removal  services in order to protect the public's health and welfare. Eligible disaster generated debris removal work 

from private property includes removal of: 

 Household hazardous wastes. 

 Debris on private roads. 

 Large piles of debris in living, recreational, and working areas 

of properties in urban, suburban, and rural areas, including 

large lots. 

 Debris obstructing primary ingress and egress routes to im-

proved property. 

 Disaster-damaged limbs and leaning trees in danger of falling 

on property. 

 Debris created by the removal of disaster-damaged interior and exterior materials from improved property. 

Personal Property Debris Removal (PPDR) 
 and Demolition 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers begins residential debris 
removal of houses  

Source: www.fema.gov 

Demolition of Private Property 
Demolition of unsafe structures which endanger the public on public and private property is also authorized by Sec-

tion 403 of the Stafford Act. Section 406 of the Act also authorizes funds to repair, restore, reconstruct or replace 

eligible facilities. Eligible grant funding for the demolition of privately owned structures and subsequent removal of 

demolition debris is provided for structures which satisfy the following conditions: 

 Structures were damaged and made unsafe by a declared disaster and are located in the area of the declared 

disaster. 

 The applicant certifies that the structures are determined to be unsafe and pose an immediate threat to the pub-

lic. 

 The State or local government confirms that a legally authorized official has ordered the exercise of public emer-

gency powers or other appropriate authority to enter onto private property in order to remove/reduce threats to 

life, public health, and safety threat via demolition of unsafe structures and removal of demolition debris. 

 The State or local government indemnifies the Federal government and its employees, agents, and contractors 

from any claims arising from the demolition of unsafe private structures and removal of demolition debris from 

private property. 

 The work is completed within the completion deadlines. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Does FEMA provide public assistance to remove debris from Commercial Properties? 

A: The removal of debris from commercial properties is generally ineligible for Public Assistance grant 

funding. It is assumed and expected that these commercial enterprises retain insurance that can and will 

cover the cost of debris removal. However, the Township of Brick has requested FEMA to provide assis-

tance for Commercial private property debris removal and Demolition and is awaiting approval.   

(Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.13) 
 
Q: Will FEMA provide public assistance for removal of construction debris used to reconstruct a disas-

ter damaged private property? 

A: No. Ineligible debris removal work on private property includes the removal of debris from vacant lots, 

forests, heavily wooded areas, unimproved property and unused areas; debris on agricultural lands used 

for crops or livestock; concrete slabs or foundation-on-grade; and reconstruction debris consisting of ma-

terials used in the reconstruction of disaster damaged property. (Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.13) 
 
Q: Are rental properties eligible for Debris removal and Demolition assistance through FEMA. 

A: FEMA considers rental properties as Commercial properties. The Township of Brick has requested as-

sistance from FEMA to provide public assistance  for Debris removal and demolition activities for rental 

properties. (Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.13 and FEMA Policy DAP9523.4) 
 
Q: If I have insurance, can Public Assistance through FEMA be used to demolish my property? 

A: When demolition of private structures is covered by an insurance policy, the insurance proceeds must 

be used as the first source of funding. Public Assistance grant funding may be used to pay for the re-

mainder of the demolition costs. (Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.4) 
 
Q: What do eligible costs associated with the demolition of private structures include? 

A: Eligible costs may include (but are not limited to) capping wells, pumping and capping septic tanks, 

filling basements and swimming pools, testing and removing hazardous materials from unsafe struc-

tures, securing utilities, demolition of disaster damaged outbuildings such as garages, sheds, and work-

shops determined unsafe. (Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.4) 
 
Q: What costs are ineligible for demolition of private structures? 

A: Removal of slabs or foundations (except in very unusual circumstances) and removal of pads or drive-

ways. (Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.4) 
 
Q: Are structures condemned a safety hazard before the disaster eligi-

ble for demolition from FEMA. 

A: No, only structures deemed a safety hazard as a result of a Presiden-

tial declared disaster are eligible for Public Assistance through FEMA. 

(Source: FEMA Policy DAP9523.4) 
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